HOOVER DAM

INFORMATION
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Looking south at the existing
150 ton cableway. Note the
trolleys for the temporary
cableways in the upper
background
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Looking southwest at the dam. : Note the
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Looking west at the dam
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Plan view of the piping and tunnels inside the dam
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HE CONSTRUCTION SiTE
The Hoover Dam -

construction site filled the
bed of the Colorado River,
and spread over canyon
and desert.

Roads, railroad lines, . ATk
and the world’s most & & eI
advanced cableway '
tem were among the
features that had to be

built at the dam site.
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FIRSTS IN DAM CONSTRUCTION

The three-story drilling jumbo was invented, allowing 30 miners
to drill simultaneously.

The dam was poured in individual, interlocking blocks rather

than as a solid mass.

Cold water carried in pipes was used to cool the curing concrete.
The aerial cableway system was the largest, most complex ever built.
‘The dam’s concrete plants were the world’s most sophisticated.
 Hardhats were provided to workers.
" The dam was paid for by selling the power it generated.



30’ Penstocks

_~ Power
House

__— Arizona
Valve House

~ Arizona

Over seven miles of 50’ diameter
tunnels were dug during Hoover Dam
construction. The tunnels alone are
so enormous that excavating and
lining them with concrete took as
much time and cost as constructing
the dam itself.

Spillways protect the dam by diverting
flood water around the dam. They
have only been used twice, in 1941
during testing and in the 1983 flood.

Excavating and lining these steep
tunnels with concrete was extremely
7.y Y‘\'







